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security of navigation of the Canal.55 It further stated that if
the two parties did not agree thereon, the question would be
submitted to the Council of the League of Nations for
decision.1

Recently the part played by Egypt during the Second World
War, and especially her brave and noble stand during the
critical period of the El Alamein battle, convinced England
beyond any doubt of Egypt's loyalty towards democracy in
general and towards the Allies in particular. This, as well as
the United Nations Organisation, the mechanisation of armies,
the progress of military aviation and the atomic inventions,
have lately combined to induce both nations to reconsider
their relations on the basis of the complete evacuation of
British troops from Egypt.

ni

Even after the English had planted themselves in Cairo
with a strong garrison occupying the Citadel, they were still
undecided in their policy. They were dominated by two con-
flicting motives, the one persuading them to stay on and make
good their occupation of the country, and the other inducing
them to coax the Sultan and the Powers into acquiescence by
promising to withdraw from Egypt as soon as possible. And
thus began that policy of make-believe which characterised the
system of government introduced by the English occupation
in Egypt.

Coming into the country as the allies <of the Sultan of
Turkey to uphold the Khedivate and crush the rebellion, the
English could not possibly claim to have conquered Egypt
with a right to annex it to their dominions, or even to dedare
It under their protection. They therefore gave way before
formalities and held fast to realities. They left the country to
be ruled outwardly by the Khedive and his ministers, whereas
jfi fact their advisers and inspectors were the actual pullers of
tbe strings of state. In name the British Agent in Egypt was on
equal footing with other representatives of the Powers and

1 Article 8, Treaty of Alliance between the United Kingdom and Egypt, London
August 193$,